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This Week in Illinois

Session Update

Both the Senate and the House were back in Springfield this week for session.
The Senate returned for two days while the House only returned on Thursday,
the 18th for a marathon session. Both chambers once again conducted
committee hearings through the virtual platform at ilga.gov.

Next week, the Senate is scheduled to return on Tuesday, March 23rd. However,
the House does not have any further session dates scheduled at this time. There
is speculation that the House will return at some point in mid-April after the
legislative spring break.

Prejudgement Interest Bill Passes the House
Late Thursday night, SB 72, a bill that establishes prejudgment interest in
Illinois passed the House by a vote of 67-40-0. This bill was amended with
HFA2, and does the following;:
» Provides for pre-judgment interest in personal injury and wrongful
death cases
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« Interest shall begin to accrue at 6% rate when the case is filed (HB
3360 interest began at notice of the injury. Prior versions were at 9
and 7 percent)

 Interest does not apply to punitive damages, sanctions, statutory
attorney’s fees and statutory costs (prior versions applied to
everything)

o If the judgment is greater than the amount of the highest written
settlement offer made by the defendant, interest shall only apply to
the difference between the amount of judgment and the settlement
offer\

» Prejudgment interest capped at 5 years (no cap in previous versions
of the bill)

It should be noted that the Governor has not yet made a determination on HB
3360 which, amongst other things, also created prejudgment interest at a higher
interest rate. This bill applies regardless of the Governors veto or signature of HB
3360 (the prior amendment only applied with the Governor signing HB 3360).
While this legislation is less egregious than HB3360, which was passed during
the lame duck session in January, it still creates a new financial strain on
businesses that currently does exist not exist in the statutes. The Chamber is
opposed to this bill.

Representative Thapedi Resigns

Representative Andre Thapedi (D-Chicago) resigned on Thursday afternoon
after representing the city of Chicago for over 12 years. The Chamber thanks Rep.
Thapedi for his years of service to his constituents and this state.

Most recently, Representative Thapedi was an ally in reforming Illinois' broken
BIPA law. Thapedi was Chairman of the House Judiciary-Civil Committee where
HB559 was heard last week. HB 559 passed out of committee with bipartisan
support. In the committee, Representative Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz will now
serve as Chairperson.

The Representative had originally announced his intention to resign at the end of
January.

Phase 5 Coming Soon?

On Thursday, Governor Pritzker announced the creation of a "bridge" phase that
brings Illinois closer to Phase 5 and full reopening of the economy. When Illinois
does enter the bridge phase, the state will no longer be divided by mitigation
regions. The bridge phase will allow for higher capacity limits and increased
operations and services for businesses.

Illinois will be eligible to enter the bridge phase when 70 percent of seniors 65
years and older have received their vaccine, 20 percent of ICU beds are available,
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and the various metrics on morality and case rates remain even. Increases in
hospitalization numbers or case/mortality rates could lead to Illinois reentering
Phase 4.

Legislation to Watch:

« HB 62, Healthcare for All was placed on the House Calendar for
second reading. This bill provides that all individuals residing in this
State are covered under the Illinois Health Services Program for
health insurance. Provides that it is unlawful for private health
insurers to sell health insurance coverage that duplicates the
coverage of the program. Requires the State to establish the Illinois
Health Services Trust to provide financing for the program. The
Chamber opposes this legislation as we anticipate healthcare
reforms will become an active policy issue in 2021.

« HB 375, Public Universities passed out of the Higher Education
Committee by a vote of 7-3-0. This bill requires that at least 60 days
before the start of a term the governing board of a public university
or community college district to notify an adjunct professor about
whether a class he or she was hired to teach has been canceled.

« HB 1839, Good Corporate Citizen, passed out of the House State
Government Administration Committee by a vote of 5-3-0. This bill
Provides that the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity may require a business organization to agree to certain
terms that ensure the business is a good corporate citizen as a
condition for receiving development assistance. Provides that a
business that cannot truthfully agree to any required terms shall be
ineligible for the development assistance. Provides that the
Department may seek revocation of any credits or exemptions that
were earned or used during a time when the business or its
corporate parent or affiliate was not in compliance with any
applicable requirements. The Sponsor did say this legislation would
be held on second reading for various changes and clarifications.
The Chamber opposes this legislation.

« HB 2571, COVID-19 Liability Protection failed to advance in the
House Judiciary-Civil Committee by a vote of 6-10-0. This bill
provides that an individual, business, or unit of local government
shall not be liable in a civil action claiming an injury from exposure
or potential exposure to COVID-19 if the act or omission alleged to
violate a duty of care of the individual, business, or unit of local
government was in compliance or consistent with federal or State


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001HKLFFmLHlXgrHzVi2iKygtre0s1w1S19TBvC8gGgcwHmo7MNL-2D1pty3Wio8ivZZBO3k7SqSUUcXrly34Phy3Yog41kwTJOJ0LeLxPOchhKOvvv79AIMddY3hQjaPzDZ0j9QixgBUehI-5F-2DHhneWlfz0ajUulJkKx0kNVUN4WeRoSBdYLC1zoKfpe6Bdlll0DC49-2DY2QiSIT2YjsTzsvMbiIFzksvvughlFUn17Vb191UyK7g6LCmfpuF1ZuFjqIobJ6psDqXVFQJ7u8u6S5CO4g-3D-3D-26c-3DLr9btPGgiR-5FLWrgh7LoB69yv56P-2D9mtomBmg7OZxZQCW7ZW4kP6-2Dxg-3D-3D-26ch-3DNIK2EJYwGj5DUgLAVWsIyA8RlfxNv-2DACStfn5ycMamI7VdRWgz3ZNw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=6mZNn9Ug8q8fUNX0QQt0aOjShhmBeVmGgDsYWXP27ps&s=osKCc2z9154NGzDg_S8wPDXBWZusb6QWTgE9vavozdk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001HKLFFmLHlXgrHzVi2iKygtre0s1w1S19TBvC8gGgcwHmo7MNL-2D1pty3Wio8ivZZB5k3vM2qkeAg-2DvraJ-2Dai-5FM59NoApk7-5F2-5FSPu31JshBeigebFP1G1HhWEjeuSdtXOuldeJBHbxkF13wzsSUCnURCdyafijqv5TSkPYyce4AgvixAM0PHwpHCVNyxg-5F37zRT27ulx7-2DLwqATuCxDaJGiLHaTHvTvBKT7SWg3p5HbTJpiy-2DzzSm4C6oLSX4B9YC6u-2DVjfqrbKKi-5FOJ-5Fe7ZB5dnmvRstH-2DGUMLgAHQuxSn3o-3D-26c-3DLr9btPGgiR-5FLWrgh7LoB69yv56P-2D9mtomBmg7OZxZQCW7ZW4kP6-2Dxg-3D-3D-26ch-3DNIK2EJYwGj5DUgLAVWsIyA8RlfxNv-2DACStfn5ycMamI7VdRWgz3ZNw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=6mZNn9Ug8q8fUNX0QQt0aOjShhmBeVmGgDsYWXP27ps&s=k_eTDVZMP7Ss8j5necvK2DdDaPYvK6SV7YK2umm31UE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001HKLFFmLHlXgrHzVi2iKygtre0s1w1S19TBvC8gGgcwHmo7MNL-2D1ptyqRg-5F4QO06ccBElu3FKKu-2Dx8EeyZcAPhYRPgIg3wAjiY39Lxy2-2D43sZ22iOxyzyySneTZK5aAO0CCJ-2DLfoITsIGDmycKL2FkRxm-2Db0vQ6YgIDM6rPYKWgH0xZjbP4ANNGDSSCJh-5FXadLh2HoEYYi4ruX9h1ltJgY2HkKR6FQm-2DSIN8Ahr5B-5FkER9gVx-2DNtGOq4oDMhB5uS1P8j4ghmnzKKuwT-5Fo5PnegqV9w-5F8klIlGN30s-5Fc969k4-3D-26c-3DLr9btPGgiR-5FLWrgh7LoB69yv56P-2D9mtomBmg7OZxZQCW7ZW4kP6-2Dxg-3D-3D-26ch-3DNIK2EJYwGj5DUgLAVWsIyA8RlfxNv-2DACStfn5ycMamI7VdRWgz3ZNw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=6mZNn9Ug8q8fUNX0QQt0aOjShhmBeVmGgDsYWXP27ps&s=myqoM534BVmPEd8UCwZlsYz_x11F2JdHRKvV-eMEBoY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001HKLFFmLHlXgrHzVi2iKygtre0s1w1S19TBvC8gGgcwHmo7MNL-2D1pt7KsEL29hkZEcYv5mMRWTI8dXXg7aMQdhErielTJIS143KOOQYjW-5FfxccQm7kqfHpJQkIjL1vBAKQcd5gCOZLatnkqz9lkkSYfc896rZ4-2DJLdOvwXU0kXxG3pgnX5ZdE72kZMcF4kogeyn3iubPoXtoQ5xY5zbu6ZB0ykT-2Dr5SUUMB-5FvEpD8sQCa2P5nvE3sPxurorqZh9mgT91bFt4VcILEGLnF-2DoPQLyUqyJ4mJL7wFziet8SlKQ8-3D-26c-3DLr9btPGgiR-5FLWrgh7LoB69yv56P-2D9mtomBmg7OZxZQCW7ZW4kP6-2Dxg-3D-3D-26ch-3DNIK2EJYwGj5DUgLAVWsIyA8RlfxNv-2DACStfn5ycMamI7VdRWgz3ZNw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=6mZNn9Ug8q8fUNX0QQt0aOjShhmBeVmGgDsYWXP27ps&s=6gCj812T3yGW1r6sko9UqW-RmW8iQFyWlTXd_C27CYI&e=

regulations, a presidential or gubernatorial executive order, or
guidance applicable at the time of the alleged exposure. Provides
that immunity does not apply to willful misconduct, reckless
infliction of harm, or intentional infliction of harm. While this
legislation failed to advance, the Chamber continues to support
other COVID-19 liability protection with HB 3003 and HB 1830.

HB 2640, Renewable Energy was placed on the House calendar
for second reading. This bill Provides that a business that intends to
establish a new utility-scale solar power facility may apply for a high
impact business designation. Amends the Illinois Power Agency Act.
Increases the long-term renewable procurement plan goals after the
2025 delivery year. Requires the long-term renewable procurement
plan to include the procurement of new renewable energy credits.
Provides that the Adjustable Block program shall be designed to be
continuously open. Authorizes utilities to recover certain costs
related to the Adjustable Block program. Excludes certain costs from
a limitation on the costs of the Adjustable Block program. Requires
the Agency to include a plan to procure energy from energy storage
resources as part of its procurement plan for 2021.

HB 2649, Coverage Mandate passed out of the House Insurance
Committee by a vote of 12-7-0 yesterday. This bill concerns coverage
for the reasonable and necessary medical treatment of
temporomandibular joint disorder and craniomandibular disorder,
provides that on or after the effective date of the amendatory Act,
every insurer that delivers or issues for delivery in the State a group
accident and health policy providing coverage for hospital, medical,
or surgical treatment on an expense-incurred basis shall offer
coverage (rather than offer optional coverage for an additional
premium) for the reasonable and necessary medical treatment of
temporomandibular joint disorder and craniomandibular disorder.
Removes provisions that provide that the group policyholder shall
accept or reject optional coverage in writing on the application or an
amendment to the master group policy and that an insurer may
offer coverage for temporomandibular joint disorder and
craniomandibular disorder as part of a policy's basic coverage
instead of optional coverage. The Chamber opposes coverage
mandates due to increased cost for employers.

HB 2840, Auto Insurance, passed out of the House
Transportation: Vehicles & Safety Committee by a vote of 9-0-1. This
bill Increases the minimum mandatory coverage amounts for
liability insurance policies in this State and increases the amounts
sufficient to satisfy a judgment following a motor vehicle accident as
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follows: bodily injury or death to any one person from $25,000 to
$50,000; bodily injury or death to more than one person from
$50,000 to $100,000; and injury or destruction of property of
others from $20,000 to $40,000.

« HB 2877, Housing passed out of the House by a vote of 73-31-8.
This bill Creates the COVID-19 Federal Emergency Rental
Assistance Program Act. Contains provisions for: the Federal
Emergency Rental Assistance program; accessibility and
transparency; process for further prioritizing applicants for financial
assistance and housing stability services; and required notifications
and correspondence. a temporary COVID-19 stay of certain
foreclosure proceedings and filings. Makes corresponding changes
to a provision regarding demand for rent and eviction actions.

Save The Date: Chamber Day Announced

The Illinois Chamber will be hosting the annual Chamber Day event on April
14th-15th through a virtual format. View the link below for the necessary
registration info. We hope to see you there!

Registration Link: https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Chamber-Day-
2021-Save-The-Date.html?soid=1109152397846&aid=vdRUa61PHWg

Upcoming Chamber Webinar
Title: Dealing with Lenders: From Negotiation to Documentation
Date/Time: March 30, 2021 | 10:30 am — 11:30 am

Description: This webinar will discuss commercial loans from a lender’s
perspective and the different concessions that a lender can make in order to get a
loan deal. In particular, we will discuss what lenders look for in potential
borrowers, some of the different “levers” that lenders can use to make a deal
workable for all parties, and loan documentation clauses that lenders will and
will not agree to change. Join Michael Cortina, co-chair of SmithAmundsen’s
Financial Services Group, for this information and timely presentation!

Registration link:
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=omjkt4dab&oeidk=a07ehl
zv773c4ccbb8f

Key Legislation
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