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The Infrastructure Council is an initiative of the  
Illinois Chamber that brings together Chamber 

members with a focus on increasing  
infrastructure investments in a strategic and thoughtful 

way to boost the overall business climate in 
Illinois. Our focus is on the public and private systems 

that are essential to Illinois businesses.  
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Transportation Spotlight   
On Wednesday, Governor Pritzker made an unannounced trip to Washington 
DC to meet with President Biden for a bipartisan discussion on Infrastructure. 
Pritzker took part in a bipartisan roundtable conversation with other state 
governors and local mayors but was also given a private slot with the 
President.   
 

Recapping the private conversation, Governor Pritzker says that he asked for 
federal funds for highway and rail improvements as well as assistance for the 
state's unemployment insurance trust fund deficit.    
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001yQnf5n8mgphbV-5FO5DdjG6wZZSDSOaBWLwdRclryDKv7uiCWvmrs264Qw0xS-2DKZ2QTpcR66goQwUDmvA1la8PNBvawULZ9mbmH5ab9wHaSLsKGZB9oABgKLMa7WBSNio2Pr77UQ-5FN9tz1vtkI27PFdQyrAxHW7TSLBFvAPKegGPo-3D-26c-3D2JNg-2D8-5F41ngUFpq9GuGPpY5AUO-5FhrggrCoRIV-2Dj0K4kyKZ4PRj6EkQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DRPblJrqKkTi3IEdj7XM5YESuJMg8Y75rld7loqetehNwyS94I-5FviGg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=-mOdnx5aNCRgctL8cPIog_brgGdXtHpzts_otE1_0ik&s=sI-NF5mm5yIUhcg5NT5aTgrRoyM8zAOjtUTbMzVM8PY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001QXYUQoboMaz3d8cTmX0r3KRzR-2D0B9H2XeWBpSv5sXj-5FYBTZF0Vg8TC3hCEi-5FX8Ipbmqa2ayqBKUrYSdcAx-2Dddtn8dKid0NfcRuTumem4SzTmlW5TsntkAz-5FSELaMFqpHrEqJu1Ldhzwc-2D0YVJ4u0ocNnXL3lbLaTn8i5PcudVu0nBC-2DVJ-2D6-2DWVSSG2O8duv1-5FrSvhts6N12P5vgkKh94M1dGj18d3HS0-26c-3DfOzmniAyKGhum60Qt7iCwBCvaXgTQK1brXhCs4vZUPLQ4F-5FEPcYqmg-3D-3D-26ch-3D3bn4t2CFaJQ6lV8qlIqTNVsiHxEDQFok5Qp-2DcE93tbSuaO-5FyDhxm8w-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=-mOdnx5aNCRgctL8cPIog_brgGdXtHpzts_otE1_0ik&s=coZG1tM9wfZYWI_lH1WjD9jp5TfTiVjPIjPWTlecwcc&e=


I appeared on WTTW's Chicago Tonight with Amanda Vinicky to discuss these 
developments. Our conversation focused on the need for a federal 
infrastructure package, Rebuild Illinois and future transportation funding 
mechanisms at the state and federal level. The full Chicago Tonight episode 
can be viewed here.   

  
We’re Number 1!?!    
CNBC ranked IL the best state for infrastructure in their latest study. Illinois 
was ranked number one for the best state for infrastructure which looked at 
roads, bridges, airports, utilities and broadband.    
 

The study praised Illinois for being a leader in value of goods shipped, having 
a reliable power grid, boasting good broadband connectivity, having abundant 
air travel and offering plenty of available commercial space.   
 

Illinois also has infrastructure issues, including roads and bridges described by 
CNBC as "decrepit" and public water systems needing major 
refurbishment.  We are still number one despite this description, what are the 
other guys doing?  
 

Number one for best infrastructure, Illinois was #15 as the best state to 
conduct business. You can read the full study here.    
  

CREATE ANNOUCES $19.1 Million Infrastructure Grant for 
Archer Avenue Grade Separation    
The Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) 
Program partners received a $19.1 million federal grant for construction of the 
Archer Avenue Grade Separation at the Belt Railway of Chicago (BRC) rail 
tracks.  
  

The Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant, awarded by the 
United States Department of Transportation, ensures this project is fully funded 
through construction. The Illinois Chamber’s Infrastructure Council is pleased 
to have lobbied successfully for the receipt of this critical funding.   
 

The project will reconstruct portions of Archer Avenue and lower it 
approximately 15 feet under a new rail bridge to serve the existing BRC tracks, 
add side paths for people walking and bicycling under the rail bridge and 
update utilities and sewer lines in the project area along Archer Ave.  
 

This project, CREATE Program project GS9, will benefit the communities of 
Archer Heights and Garfield Ridge by reducing delays at the current at-grade 
crossing. On an average day, 18,600 vehicles and 259 CTA buses (#62) pass 
through the crossing. Grade separating this crossing will eliminate delay to 
more than 2,700 vehicles daily, alleviating nearly 59,600 annual motorist hours 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001QXYUQoboMaz3d8cTmX0r3KRzR-2D0B9H2XeWBpSv5sXj-5FYBTZF0Vg8TC3hCEi-5FX8IpBicpqDWOhVe7R40IOLs6iYuqjeKT49RzwW1D4-5FlWI96Qu0Wa-5FiE2h6U-5FkUbq8eBxLwoFAR2M2mNalvgfH1TjdVfVLcqwgr21rENDVWKwdb0nAUKXk1ntP9zrx7sr0GwZ-26c-3DfOzmniAyKGhum60Qt7iCwBCvaXgTQK1brXhCs4vZUPLQ4F-5FEPcYqmg-3D-3D-26ch-3D3bn4t2CFaJQ6lV8qlIqTNVsiHxEDQFok5Qp-2DcE93tbSuaO-5FyDhxm8w-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=-mOdnx5aNCRgctL8cPIog_brgGdXtHpzts_otE1_0ik&s=iLhHlHr63bkRWGYb_DDYuUHOL4407hjSTRcpWHNHyAI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001yQnf5n8mgphbV-5FO5DdjG6wZZSDSOaBWLwdRclryDKv7uiCWvmrs265CcpMY67OzPWY4z1nDmG2fuh51ccMwQ8ubKItdtQbF-5Fi-5FBe2fFvxInT9XtdHyNjEI7ZkQc54CRtAkJe-2DxCwncY5Rtr0PtOg9AqxL-5F4ijezvqIducZ5nDC-5FQFRFVR3KMlGnzu2pVIhtAWhCERAkCl1P-2DaiGm9QoLPg-3D-3D-26c-3D2JNg-2D8-5F41ngUFpq9GuGPpY5AUO-5FhrggrCoRIV-2Dj0K4kyKZ4PRj6EkQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DRPblJrqKkTi3IEdj7XM5YESuJMg8Y75rld7loqetehNwyS94I-5FviGg-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=-mOdnx5aNCRgctL8cPIog_brgGdXtHpzts_otE1_0ik&s=isQptkFCClOtIPny0ZNvDPk3NuXQKriGqGnMlHMMe2k&e=


of delay. It will also eliminate the potential for collisions between vehicles and 
trains.  
 

Bill Signing of Interest  
HB 118 (Guzzardi)  Underpayment Penalties This bill provides that an 
employee is entitled to recover damages of 5% (rather than 2%) of the amount 
of any underpayments in wages for each month following the date of payment 
during which such underpayments remain unpaid. This bill was signed by the 
Governor.    
 

Groundbreaking for Rebuild Illinois Funded Computer Design, 
Research, and Learning Center at University of Illinois Chicago  
University of Illinois leaders and other stakeholders to broke ground this week 
on a new Computer Design, Research, and Learning Center (CDRLC) at the 
University of Illinois Chicago. The new 135,000 square foot Center will provide 
state-of-the-art facilities for research and innovation, accommodate the rapidly 
increasing undergraduate enrollment in computer science, and become a 
major campus hub. Construction of the new $118 million center is partially 
funded by a $98 million funding allocation from Rebuild Illinois  
 

The new building will create a hub for both engineering and computer science 
with a 1,200-square-foot robotics lab and 16,000 square feet of classroom 
space.  
 

That includes research areas comprised of 16 classrooms, 35 dry and 
specialty labs, collaborative teaching and learning spaces for undergraduate 
and graduate students, an undergraduate learning and community center; an 
auditorium; and a flexible events room; all unified by a five-story daylit atrium. 
The CDRLC will be delivered on an accelerated schedule to meet the 
demands of the department, doubling its capacity by 2023.  

  
US EPA Seeking Nominations to Mobile Sources Technical 
Review Subcommittee   
The United States EPA (USEPA) is seeking nominations from representatives 
of nonfederal interests to serve on the Mobile Sources Technical Review 
Subcommittee (MSTRS) by August 2, 2021. Interests include, but are not 
limited to:   

• Community and/or environmental justice  
• State, tribal, and local government  
• Environmental advocacy groups  
• Future transportation options and shared mobility  
• Transportation and supply chain shippers  
• Marine and inland port interests  
• Mobile source emission modeling  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001QXYUQoboMaz3d8cTmX0r3KRzR-2D0B9H2XeWBpSv5sXj-5FYBTZF0Vg8TOoRKhFTb6RyrIvQQTUSRCZb-2DHeck-5FRsvHqjcd6jRFUa2Bk0w86pW05NZp-5FEdizS1OriFe888rMi9iLLDKbLjdANzTgHwpvrhq902CiQ2X6ovaoiFlcXDc-2DMxhZyHOdKRbMr0-5FUN2vN8Wn5oCf0dmeQUnCA0s4UvKXHA8a2epMyFexHZjXn16H34IREN-2DsqSrJ-2Dn3VsjZrS5lcqQW4H8iZnc8UueM1SnKKUEQaUUa88MPvg-5FoBtxl4s-3D-26c-3DfOzmniAyKGhum60Qt7iCwBCvaXgTQK1brXhCs4vZUPLQ4F-5FEPcYqmg-3D-3D-26ch-3D3bn4t2CFaJQ6lV8qlIqTNVsiHxEDQFok5Qp-2DcE93tbSuaO-5FyDhxm8w-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=-mOdnx5aNCRgctL8cPIog_brgGdXtHpzts_otE1_0ik&s=H-9DX1N-EG8_a2E3HPWIBKFNrF_lEDlBDg3U-c-hWzE&e=


   
MSTRS members are appointed by the EPA Administrator for three-year 
terms with the possibility of reappointment to a second term. Through its expert 
members from diverse stakeholder groups and from its various workgroups, 
the subcommittee reviews and addresses a wide range of 
developments, issues and research areas such as emissions modeling, 
emission standards and standard setting, air toxics, innovative and incentive-
based transportation policies, onboard diagnostics, heavy-duty engines, diesel 
retrofit, and fuel quality.  
 

The MSTRS, a federal advisory committee chartered under the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, provides the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee with 
independent advice, counsel, and recommendations on the scientific and 
technical aspects of programs related to mobile source air pollution and its 
control. The subcommittee’s website is at https://www.epa.gov/caaac/mobile-
sources-technical-review-subcommittee-mstrs-caaac.  
 

For more information on how to submit a nomination, please see the Federal 
Register Notice announcing the request for nominations. Nominations must be 
received by August 2, 2021. If you have any questions, please contact: Julia 
Burch, burch.julia@epa.gov, Designated Federal Officer.   

  
Articles of Interest    
Taxis, Lyft hype sweeteners as commuting gears back up   
 

What Pritzker asked for at the White House   
 

United Airlines plans to buy 100 small electric planes for regional flights   
 

AT&T says it will bring mmWave 5G to seven US airports this year   
 

Federal 3-judge panel to decide whether state redistricting plan is 
constitutional   
 

Op-Ed: Let’s stop lawsuits from impacting business   
 

United Airlines adds flights to beach destinations, expecting travel recovery to 
continue   
 

Until next time, 
 

Clark 
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