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The Infrastructure Council is an initiative of the
lllinois Chamber that brings together Chamber
members with a focus on increasing
infrastructure investments in a strategic and thoughtful
way to boost the overall business climate in
lllinois. Our focus is on the public and private systems
that are essential to lllinois businesses.
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Future of Work Meeting #4 Update

This month’s Future of Work meeting was held virtually on December

20th. This week’s topic was Education, Skills and Barriers.

The meeting started with updates from Matthew Muench of P33 who spoke to
the challenge of making sure worker’s skills match employer needs- a problem
that the data says is particularly acute in certain underrepresented
communities. In this area, Chicago is lagging in reskilling and apprenticeship
programs compared to other international cities.

Next we heard about the good being done by the private sector from Sarah
Hartwick of the IMA and Bronagh Friel. Bronagh spoke about
Google’s revolutionary “Grow with Google” program.
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Finally, we were addressed by Deputy Governor Manar who talked about the
state’s efforts to become greener and whether we could replicate the success
found with central Illinois’ Rivian.

The long term most important portion of the program might have been

the update from the drafters of the reports. They have asked for short success
stories for your company on how you are innovating and preparing for the
future of work so that those stories can be highlighted in the report.

I know that no one likes homework over holiday break but remember that

the idea behind the task force is to use its work for legislative proposals. The
report will be the only real lasting memory of the task force. This is

our opportunity to help set the narrative. If you want to send me anything to
highlight about your company, please do not hesitate to do so. I will make sure
it gets into the hands of the correct people.
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